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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 


A process for preparing a concentrated photographic spectral 
sensitizing dye-water composition which comprises adding an anionic sensitizing 
5 dye to an aqueous medium in the substantial absence of organic solvent, and 
agitating the combined dye and aqueous medium, wherein the anionic dye forms 
a liquid-crystalline dye phase in the aqueous medium and the agitation is 
performed in the presence of a nonionic surfactant having an HLB of less than 12 
%l and an aqueous solubility at 25°C of greater than 10 ppm, which nonionic 

CJ I 1 0 surfactant is in the aqueous medium at a level of from 1 0 to 1 000 ppm. In a 

specific embodiment of the invention, where the viscosity (at 0. Is" 1 shear rate) of 


the dye-water composition in the absence of the nonionic surfactant would be 
greater than 100 cp and especially where such viscosity would be greater than 500 


id cp, the surfactant is preferably present at a level sufficient to substantially reduce 

fijl 15 air entrainment during agitation of the dye-water composition. 
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